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ion ON THE GANGES RIVERBANK displays.
26 photos of the Ganges in Varnasi. The black and
white pictures were shat by Alain Daniélou and
Raymond Burnier between 1935 and 1955, while
ionally added to thi

ion, were shot by lacques Claarec (FIND.
Honorary President) during his several journeys to
India after the 1994.

it has been fostering
1 India and Ex

La miostra SULLA RIVA DEL GANGE presenta 26
Jotografie che ritraggono 1 fiume Gange nela citta
VaranasL. Le foto in bianco e nero farono scattate da
Alain Daniélou e Raymond Burnier tra i 1955 and
1955, Le foto acolori,aggiunte eccezionalmente alla
mostra in questa foccasione, sono state realizzate da
Jacques Cloarec (Presidente Onorario FIND) nel suol
viaggi in India dopo il 1994.

detfondtore Alin Dariétou

Alan Daniélow and Raymond Burnier are among the
few Westemers who were converted to Hinduism by
the decision of the celebrated Sannyasin Swami
Karpatri,In the early 19405 they were given the
narmes "Shiva Sharan” and Harsharan” respectively
and then took up residence in the Rewa Kothi
palace in Berares which was the last building on
the upper bank of the Ganges in those years. It was
from this privileged Location that for over twerty
years they both admired and photographed the
majestic flowing river the crowds of pilgrims, and
the sheer postry of the sunsets,In those days, colour
phatography was stillrelatively urknown and this is
wihy the mages in this exhibition are in black and
white, Nt only were they phatographers, but
Raymond Burnier was also an excellent techrician
and developed and prirted his photographs in a
darktoom created by him in Rewa Kothi, During their
Indian sojourn, they travelled widely througholt the
country in what was perhaps the first caravan to be
seen in India which they brought from the US A, An
important exhikition of their photographs of the
medieval Indian temples of Khajuraho,
Bhubaneswar, and Kondrak, was held in Calcutta and
inaugurated by Rajendra Prasad, the first President
of the Linjon of India. This exhibition then toured
the world and in 1949 was the first photagraphy
exhibition to be held in the Metropolitan Musedrm
of New York which, until that date did not consider
photography as art. | was Alain Daniélous assistart
for more than thirty years but it was not urtiL after
his death in 1994 that | started to visit India, | found
the places where they lived, and like ther, | too
bathed in the waters of the Ganges and even ate
biang to celebrate the Mata Shivaratri festival.
Living on Assi Ghat, | too was avercome by the
harmory and the beatity which ane feels when
living on the Ghats,  place to which | have dways
remained close, The photos that | took during thase
“isits are Full colour ones and they attempt to
capture the poetry and the sereritythat wash over
e when living i that holy city.

Jacques Cloarec, Bruxelies -January 2015

Alain Daiélou e Raymond Bumier furono tra i
poshi occidentali ad essere convertit alla
religione indi, per decisione del faroso sannyasi
Swami Kamatri, Ribattezati *Shiva Sharar’e
“Harsharan’ pel privs anni 40 vissero nel bel
palazzo di Rew, il prino edificio che si incontr
nella parte alta della cited, a Assi Ghat, Da questo
Luego privilegiato, per quasi 20 anni
continueranno afotografare affsscinati i fiume
maestoso, {a folla i pellegrini ed  poetici
traonti. i colore in quegli anni exa per (o pil
sconosciuto, percio (e foto che vi presentiamo in
questa mostsa sono in bianco e rer, Non solo
realizzarono personalmente quest! scatti, ma
Raymond Burnier allepoca gia tecnicamente
esperto sviluppaya e stampavale foto nel suo
Iaboratorio di Rewa Kothi, Durante gl ann in
Indic, i avventurano nella giungla con & prima
soulotte - acquistata negli Stati Uniti - che Jt
subcontinente conobbe. Dj quj, la mostra di
Sculture def templl medievall - Khajariho,
Bhabanesway and Kondrak - inaugurata a
Calcutta dal prirmo presidente dell'Unione
indiana Rajendra Prasad, fari i giro el mondo e
sartLa prirna rostra fotografica ospitata al
Metropolitan Museurn di New York che fino @
quella data (1949) non aveva vl considerato la
foto come espressione darte, Sono stato
Lassistente i Alain Danidlou per oltre trentanni,
ma sclo dopo la sua rorte, nel 1994, ho visiato
Eindia, itornandoci periodicarente. Ho ritrovato
Jtuogh in cul § due compagni hanino yissuto e
come loro i sono bagnato nelle acque el
Gange, assaggiando persino il bhang per
celebrar lo Shivaratri. Ad Assi Ghat sono stato
sopraffutto dalla bellezza ¢ dallammonia che
caratterizaano quei luoghi, da cui non mi sono
mai allontanata Le foto da e scattate nel corso
di questi scagiomi hanno acquistato it colore ¢
certano in qualche modo di e tituire lafine
poesia e serenita che tf avvolge unavolta
amivato pella cittd sata.

Jacques Cloares, Bruxetles - Gennaio 2015




